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THE  PROBLEM:  Recent  surveys 

show  that  85%  of  all  Americans  believe 
drunk  driving  is  a  major  problem.  Yet, 
social  acceptance  of  drinking  has  hin¬ 
dered  efforts  to  reduce  the  human 
and  monetary  costs  of  drunk  driving. 

Traffic  accidents  are  the  largest  single 
cause  of  violent  death  in  the  U.S.,  and 
alcohol  is  a  factor  in  about  half  of  those 
deaths.  Every  21  minutes,  an  Ameri¬ 
can  dies  in  an  alcohol-related  accident; 
some  70  die  every  day. 

Illinois  is  no  different.  Nearly  1,000 
people  die  each  year  in  alcohol-related 
accidents;  another  65,000  are  injured, 
many  permanently. 

Accident  statistics  also  indicate  that 
60%  of  the  fatal  accidents  involving 
adolescents  are  alcohol-related. 

Due  to  the  social  acceptance  of  al¬ 
cohol  drinking,  courts  have  been  his¬ 
torically  lenient  in  the  treatment  of 
drunk  drivers.  That  is  why  Project 
SCAN  exists. 

THE  PROJECT:  pro,ect  scan 

(Statewide  Court  Assessment  Network) 

is  a  program  that  monitors  the  adjudi¬ 
cation  of  driving  under  the  influence 
(DUI)  cases  in  Illinois  courts.  Conducted 
by  the  Illinois  Traffic  Safety  Leaders 
( ITS L) *  and  modeled  after  other  court¬ 
watching  programs,  Project  SCAN  col¬ 
lects  and  analyzes  DUI  case  disposition 
data  to  determine  the  strengths  and 
weaknesses  of  the  court  system.  Recom¬ 
mendations  will  then  be  made  to  the 


*  Formerly  the  Illinois  Conference  of  Women  Leaders 
for  Traffic  Safety  (ICWLTS). 


Illinois  Secretary  of  State's  office,  the 
Administrative  Office  of  the  Illinois 
Courts  and  other  organizations  involved 
in  the  DUI  arrest  or  adjudication 
process. 

Project  SCAN  promotes  the  use  of  a 
unified  court  monitoring  program  in 
Illinois,  ensuring  that  the  data  will  be 
collected  in  a  uniform,  comparable 
manner.  Assignment  coordinators  will 
prevent  the  courts  from  being  overrun 


prehensive  package  of  field-tested  pro¬ 
cedure  guides,  training  materials  and 
forms.  ITSL  will  cooperate  with  other 
community  groups  in  organizing  the 
program,  training,  and  tabulating  the 
results. 


THE  LEADERS:  |TSL,  begun  in 

1965,  is  a  non-partisan,  volunteer 
organization  that  encourages  state  and 
local  community  involvement  in  traffic 
safety  issues. 

Previous  programs  include: 

•  Supporting  a  21-year-old  drinking 
age. 

•  Promoting  railroad  grade  crossing 
safety. 

•  Encouraging  bicycle  safety. 

•  Urging  the  use  of  safety  belts  and 
seats. 

•  Publicizing  the  costs  of  drunk  driving. 

ITSL  has  experience  in  court- watching 
programs.  Following  enactment  of 
Illinois'  new  DUI  law,  it  conducted  an 
extensive  DUI  case  disposition  study 
from  February  through  August  1982. 
Volunteers  followed  1,327  cases, 
analyzed  the  data,  and  made  recommen¬ 
dations  which  were  considered  when 
additional  DUI  legislation  was  drafted. 
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THE  OFFENDERS:  while  per 

sons  of  all  ages  and  incomes  are  arrested 
for  drunk  driving,  a  1982  court-watching 
study  conducted  by  the  Illinois  Traffic 
Safety  Leaders  monitored  the  outcome 
of  DUI  cases  and  developed  a  profile  of 
the  "average  defendant": 

•  Male,  age  19-24. 

•  Arrested  between  midnight-4  a.m.  on 
a  Saturday  morning. 

•  Identified  by  the  court  as  a  first 
offender. 

•  Received,  as  a  first  offender,  a  fine  of 
$100  to  $1,000,  plus  court  costs  in 
the  same  range. 


1982  ILLINOIS  DUI  CONVICTIONS  BY  AGE 
AT  TIME  OF  ARREST 
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TO  HELP -Contact  ITSL,  your  local 
citizens  action  group,  or  other  com¬ 
munity  organizations.  They  will  know 
if  a  program  exists  in  your  area.  If  no 
program  is  available,  ITSL  will  help  you 
start  one. 

Project  SCAN 
c/o  I  llinois  T raffic 
Safety  Leaders 
P.O.  Box  6401 
Springfield,  I L.  62790 


If  you  need  more  information  about 
the  new  DUI  law  and  how  it  has  helped 
to  reduce  the  losses  caused  by  drinking 
drivers,  contact  ITSL  for  copies  of  the 
pamphlet,  "70  Died  Today:  The  Costs 
of  Driving  Under  the  Influence,"  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Secretary  of  State's  office. 
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